
 
 

 

DRAFT - RESOLUTION OF THE CHIEFS-IN-COUNCIL 

 

TITLE: Treaty Negotiations within the boundary of the Robinson Huron 

Territory 

 

SUBJECT:  RHT Consent/permission Required by both Levels of Government 

 

BY CONSENSUS: 

 

A. We are the Anishinaabek of the Odaawaawi Gichigami and Ojibwe Gichigami (Lake 

Huron and Lake Superior).  We have occupied and exercised authority and jurisdiction 

over our Nations, our economies and our ways of life within this territory since time 

immemorial and notably, prior to contact with colonizers or settler governments. 

 

B. In 1850, we had entered into the Robinson Huron Treaty to protect the aforementioned 

authorities and jurisdictions over our Nations. 

  

C. The Crown had assured its treaty partner, the Robinson Huron Waawiindaamaagewin 

(“RHW”) that Canada and Ontario would not diminish our rights, and especially 

encroachments by other groups created by the colonial settler governments  

 

D. We have, and always had, our own governments which is the only recognized and 

legitimate authority with jurisdiction over all our lands and resources including the air, 

water, riverbeds and lakebeds. 

 

E. We accept the responsibility of exercising this authority and our rights respecting all 

those things that have been given to us from the Creator to live. This includes, but is not 

limited to lands, water, air, education, language and culture, jurisdiction, health, 

citizenship and justice.  

 

F. We are committed to the principle of reciprocity by sharing and working together with 

our Anishinaabek treaty partners to work through any conflicts, with mutual respect for 

each community, to support one another, establish common goals and most importantly 

to assert our collective rights within our territory.  

 

G. We entered into sacred treaties such as the Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850, with the 

intent of protecting future generations’ minobimaadziwin, wealth, and growth of our 

Nations.  

 



 
H. At minimum, we clearly stated and had written into the Robinson-Huron Treaty of 1850 

that we shall always have reserved jurisdictions over our full territory.  We remain as 

steadfast as our ancestors were in protecting not only our rights to harvest within the full 

extent of the territory, but also protecting our underlying title to the land, to a share of 

resource revenues and to our full inherent rights.  

 

I. To date, there has not been any consent/permission sought by either level of the settler 

governments with the Robinson Huron Treaty Chiefs about the diminishment of Treaty-

Protected Rights held into perpetuity.  

 

J. It has come to our understanding, and it is abundantly clear, that negotiations are being 

held about our lands without the involvement of the Robinson Huron Treaty signatories 

as represented by the Chiefs.  

 

K. The duty to obtain consent/permission is required from RHW when the Crown 

contemplates actions or decisions that may affect our Aboriginal or Treaty rights.  The 

duty to garner consent/permission manifests most often in the context of, but not limited 

to, natural resource extraction such as mining, forestry, oil, and gas.  

  

L. We direct the Crown now represented by Canada and Ontario, to honour the spirit and 

intent of the sacred Treaty that we solemnized in ceremony, with the insistence of 

consent/permission from the original 1850 Robinson Huron Treaty-Protected Lands 

Rights and Title Holders.  

 

M. We, the Robinson Huron Treaty Chiefs, have observed these negotiations go forward 

without our consent/permission. 

 

 

  



 
The Chiefs in Assembly of the ROBINSON HURON WAAWIINDAAMAAGEWIN – 

Treaty of 1850: 

 

 

1. Direct the colonial settler governments namely Canada and Ontario, to immediately 

desist from negotiating and settling with other non-RHT organizations and non-

RHT First Nations regarding RHT lands, title and rights. 

 

2. We direct the colonial settler governments namely Canada and Ontario, to 

immediately work with the Chiefs of the Robinson Huron Waawiindaamaagewin to 

obtain our consent/permission before negotiating settlements with other non RHT 

organizations and First Nations within our Treaty territory.  

 

3. Further direct the colonial settler governments namely; Canada and Ontario, to 

respect the unextinguished jurisdictions of the Anishinaabek Nations of the 1850 

Robinson Treaty Waawiindaamaagewin. 

 

4. Further direct the colonial settler governments namely Canada and Ontario, to 

recognize the 1850 Treaty signatory Anishinaabek Nations as the only legitimate 

authority, at minimum, over the air, lands/islands and waters in our collective treaty 

territory.  

 

5. Direct that colonial settler governments namely Canada and Ontario, immediately 

meet with the Robinson Huron Waawiindaamaagewin Chiefs to obtain our 

consent/permission and respect the exercise of our Inherent and Treaty-Protected 

rights to, at minimum, land and water, including the lake and riverbeds;  

 

 


